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The Angola Monitor covers the politics, economics, development, democracy and human rights of Angola. It is published quarterly by Action for Southern Africa (ACTSA).
This issue covers confirmation that local and national elections will be held, the re-elections of Unita’s leader and visits by the governments of Brasil, Norway and Portugal. In economic news it covers the $32 billion discrepancy in Sonagol accounts, the 2012 budget and the new banking law for foreign oil companies. We also cover accusations of the police using excessive force, human rights in Cabinda, children’s rights groups activities disrupted, displacement due to floods and repatriation from DRC.
This issue is also available in Portuguese.
We welcome readers’ responses to the Angola Monitor. Please send your comments to campaigns@actsa.org. For more news and information on Angola and southern Africa visit the ACTSA website www.actsa.org. 
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2012 elections confirmed

President dos Santos announced that Angola would hold parliamentary elections in the third quarter of 2012 in his State of the Nation speech on 21 October. He also urged citizens to register to vote. After a slow start five million had registered by 16 December. A second phase of voter registration was launched on 5 January, which will run until 15 April.

Following negotiations between the ruling MPLA and opposition parties over 14 days, a consensus on electoral registration and observation was announced on 8 December by the heads of the parliamentary benches for each of the parties. On 9 December parliament voted on a number of outstanding points in the Basic Law on General Elections, including matters relating to the composition and independence of the National Electoral Commission (CNE). Negotiations between the parties will continue in January on other outstanding matters on electoral registration and observation. 

Local elections likely in 2013 or 2014

The minister for territorial administration announced on 11 November that the country’s first municipal elections will be held in 2013 or 2014. In a speech on Independence Day Bornito de Sousa Baltazar Diogo said "Straight after the general election, and taking into account the calendar for the census, we will find a period, probably in 2013 or 2014, to start holding municipal elections." The government had previously intended holding municipal elections in 2010.

The power to appoint local governors in Angola’s 18 provinces currently lies with the president. The minister said the government planned to reorganise municipal and provincial structures before any elections. Oversight councils will also be introduced, comprising of political and civil society representatives, to monitor local government performance. Mr. de Sousa also confirmed that a census would be held in 2013.  It will be the first full census in the country since 1970. Angola’s planning minister had previously announced plans in 2006 to conduct a census by 2010, but this was not realised.
UNITA elects Isaias Samakuva for third term
ON 16 December opposition party UNITA’s 11th congress re-elected Isaias Samakuva as the party’s leader, for a third term. Samakuva won with 868 votes, or 85.6 per cent, beating Jose Pedro Katchiungo who gained 11 per cent of the vote.  The congress took place in Luanda from 13-16 November under the theme “Uniting Angola for a change in 2012”, a reference to the parliamentary elections scheduled for late 2012. 
Samakuva, who has led the party since 2003, was initially expected to stand down in 2011. After several delays in calling a congress, apparently due to a lack of funds, he announced the congress in October. Following internal demands for his resignation from a high ranking group in the party in July, Samakuva suspended the members for 45 days for breaking party rules. 

Despite being Angola’s main opposition party, UNITA will contest the forthcoming elections from a low base, having gained only 12 per cent of the vote and 16 seats out of 220 in the 2008 elections.
Brazilian President makes official visit to Angola

Brazil’s president Dilma Rousseff visited Angola in October as part of a tour of Africa, which included Mozambique and South Africa. Angola and Brazil have enjoyed strong bilateral relations since independence, which grew under Brazil’s last president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva. 

Following a meeting with President dos Santos the presidents reaffirmed their countries’ plan for bilateral co-operation, which includes economic, science and technical co-operation. Brazil agreed to expand the supply of credit available to Angola and Angola agreed to continue to support Brazil’s bid to gain a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council. 

President Rousseff emphasised the benefits of closer economic ties between the two countries and said that their relationship was a strategic one, based on strong historical, cultural and economic links. She told the National Assembly "Angola's relaunch is a paradigm for other countries in Africa in terms of economic and social stability. It is an example for hope."

Economic ties between the two countries are particularly strong. It is estimated that investments by Brazilian companies in Angola are worth approximately $4 billion. Angola is the second largest importer of Brazilian goods in Africa; Angola is the fourth largest African exporter to Brazil, most of which is oil. Brazil also supports projects in education and health and is involved in the government’s national reconstruction programme.

At the end of November Brazil’s minister of Development, Industry and External Trade Fernando Pimentel took a business delegation on a four-day work visit to Angola, to further strengthen economic ties. 
Portuguese prime minister visits Angola 
Portugal’s prime minister Pedro Passos Coelho visited Luanda in November to encourage increased investment by Angola into the Portuguese economy. Portugal is currently seeking to sell off and privatise a number of state assets and services, under its programme with the International Monetary Fund. At a press conference to mark the visit President dos Santos said "We're aware of the difficulties the Portuguese people have faced recently and in such difficult times we must use our trump card." Portuguese Prime Minister Pedro Passos Coelho said "This visit is of huge significance. It is a unique opportunity to build a base for stronger and closer ties between the two countries, their citizens, their companies and states. Remember that we are looking to privatise [state utility company] Energias de Portugal and [national grid] REN." 

A number of Angolan companies, linked to the state owned oil company Sonangol already own substantial assets in Portugal. In 2010 four per cent of listed companies on the Portuguese stock exchange were owned by Angolan companies. Whilst the IMF forecasts Portugal’s economy to shrink by 1.8 per cent in 2012, it expects Angola’s to grow by 11 per cent, and leading analysts speculate that Angola’s investment in Portugal will increase in the coming months. In August 2011 Angola’s Banco Internacional de Crédito agreed to buy Portugal’s state owned Banco Português de Negócios and the purchase of other banking assets has been rumoured. Angolan companies are also expected to invest in Portugal’s utilities in the forthcoming privatisation of the country’s parastatals.


Norway to reinforce ties with Angola 
Norway’s minsters for Environment and Development and for Business and Trade led a 50 member, multi sectoral delegation to Angola at the end of November in a bid to strengthen relations.

Outside the Norwegian continental shelf Angola is the largest oil provider to Norway’s national oil company Statol. The country provides Statoil with over 170,000 barrels of crude oil per day, and in 2008 Statoil paid taxes of approximately £3.85 billion to the Angolan Government. 

Analysts speculated that the visit was unlikely to place a strong emphasis on transparency and accountability in the oil sector. International think tank Chatham House said “Rather than risk damaging the oil relationship and alienating Angolan hosts, Norwegian Minister of Environment and International Development Erik Solheim, is likely to focus on more palatable non-oil aspects that are also high on the agenda: diversifying Angola's economy, developing renewable energy, and education and training.” 

The delegation met with ministers for oil, agriculture and rural development, industry, foreign affairs and commerce.  Norway’s ambassador to Angola, Jon Vea, said “the objective of this delegation’s trip to Angola is to reinforce the political and economic bilateral ties.” 

At the end of the delegation both governments announced co-operative initiatives to preserve Angola’s sea life and Maiombe forest.
New governor for Luanda appointed
The new provincial governor of Luanda, Bento Sebastião Francisco, was sworn in on 14 November by president dos Santos. He takes over from Graciano Domingos, who was appointed as interim governor following the dismissal of Jose Maria Ferraz dos Santos in July. Mr. Bento, a prominent member of the MPLA and loyal supporter of the president, will be the ninth governor of the province in the last nine years. 

Mr. Bento has been highly critical of the recent protests in Angola against the government. He is expected to respond strongly to any further unrest ahead of the proposed national elections. Former deputy minister for local administration, Graciano Francisco Domingos has been appointed as vice governor for administrative organisation whilst Jovelina Alfredo António Imperial continues as vice governor for political and social matters.


 $32 billion in missing funds. 
The Angolan government has been called on to explain a $32 Billion discrepancy in its accounts, the equivalent of a quarter of the country’s gross domestic product. The discrepancy was found by an International monetary Fund report published in December 2011 which identifies funds which were spent or transferred between 2007 and 2010 without being properly documented. 

Following legal reforms in 2010, improved monitoring of the state oil company, Sonangol, has led to the identification of $7.1 billion of unexplained transfers into foreign bank accounts. A further $24.9 billion appears as an unexplained discrepancy in government accounts. 

Arvind Ganesan, business and human rights director at Human Rights Watch said “Tens of billions of dollars could be used for the benefit of the Angolan people – instead the government can’t account for them…Angolans deserve a full public explanation for where those billions went.”
At the beginning of December anti corruption watchdog Transparency International launched its 2011 World Corruption Index, ranking Angola 168th out of 182 countries, alongside DRC, Libya and Chad.
2012 budget approved

The National Assembly approved the 2012 draft budget on 15 November. The balanced budget, which is based on the assumption that oil production will increase by 13.4 per cent, expects to see economic growth increase from 3.4 per cent to 12.8 per cent. Finance minister Carlos Lopes, told the National Assembly that he also expected revenues from the non-oil sector to grow from 7.5 per cent to 12.5 per cent. 

Municipal and provincial authorities fared poorly, and were allocated 18 per cent of spending, in comparison with an 82 per cent allocation for central government. Health and education saw increases as did the National Electoral Commission, to prepare for national elections. 

The budget returned to the National Assembly on 8 December, when it received final approval. 

New banking laws for foreign oil companies
International oil companies have been given up to two years to comply with new legislation obliging them to use Angolan banks for financial transactions. 

Many companies, who have until now used foreign banks, will be required to open accounts with domestic banks to handle all transactions relating to their oil operations. The changes are expected to help the development of Angola’s banking sector and help buffer the economy against the volatility experienced during the 2009 banking crisis. 

The new legislation will be implemented in two phases, the first covering domestic transactions and the second covering international payments. 

In November, international auditors and consultancy KPMG published its 2010 report on Angola’s banking sector. The country saw a 22 per cent increase in bank branches and the emergence of three new banks. However, progress is largely focused on the capital. Over half of Angola’s bank branches are located in Luanda and only 11 per cent of Angolans possess a bank account. 

Human Rights Watch condemns police violence
International NGO Human Rights Watch called on the Angolan government to end its use of excessive force against anti-government protests at the beginning of December. The calls came after a researcher for the organisation observed a number of attacks by plainclothes security agents and police officers in Luanda. The agents were seen spraying liquid at demonstrators and journalists, causing temporary blindness and fainting. Police were seen striking protestors with batons and arresting journalists reporting on the protests. 

Human Rights Watch Africa Director Daniel Bekele said “If the Angolan government was hoping to hide its violent attacks on peaceful demonstrators, it has failed…The Angolan government should respect the rights of journalists and other observers to cover and report on political demonstrations and events… This is particularly important at a moment when Angola is heading for elections in 2012.”

Human Rights Watch has reported concerns about police violence and treatment of protestors and journalists, particularly around the time of planned demonstrations in March and protests in September. 2011
President dos Santos responds to protests with a commitment to youth
President dos Santos used his State of the Nation address on 21 October to announce a series of initiatives to support young people and stress the need for more dialogue to prevent ‘misunderstandings’ from occurring. Amongst his announcements was a pledge to double university bursary places in 2012 and reinstate the Executive Youth Issue Resolution Programme, aimed at increasing access to training and enhancing employability. President dos Santos told the National Assembly "There is no basis whatsoever to the claim that Angola is ruled by a dictatorial regime that doesn't recognise citizens' rights and freedoms…On the contrary, in the country there is a new democracy which is lively, dynamic and participatory and which is being consolidated every day."

The announcement is thought to be a direct response to the largely youth led protests that have been taking place since March and could mark the beginning of a slight change in approach by the government, which had previously blamed the protests on UNITA, foreigners and criminals. Only days before, traffic in Luanda had been brought to standstill for several hours as 700 protestors blocked a major road, carrying banners calling for dos Santos to stand down. 

African Union to consider investigating Cabinda human rights claims
The African Union (AU) has agreed to hear the merits of appointing a special rapporteur to investigate alleged human right abuses in the enclave of Cabinda. The announcement, at the end of December, follows a number of complaints submitted to the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights (ACHPR) in September 2006 by the Front for the Liberation of Cabinda (FLEC). The complaints covered a number of issues including alleged human rights abuses, Angola’s legal right to the territory, and claims that over 90 per cent of oil revenue from the territory is not used for the benefit of its population. 

The summary of the complaint says “They [FLEC] claim that Cabindans have been suffering from high unemployment, lack of educational opportunities, disease and intense poverty since the Angolan government took over Cabinda’s natural resources, such as offshore oil, onshore mineral and oil resources.” 

The oil and mineral rich enclave of Cabinda has been administered as part of Angola since the 1930s when Portuguese dictator António de Oliveira Salazar declared Angola a province of Portugal. There have been consistent calls for the independence of the enclave since the Treaty of Alvor reconfirmed its status as part of Angola in 1975.
Cabinda journalist threatened
The Committee to Protect Journalists called on the Angolan authorities to protect journalist José Manuel Gimbi after armed men raided his home and threatened to harm him. The raid, at the end of October, followed a critical report by Gimbi of the government’s handling of the conflict in Cabinda, where the Voice of America journalist is based.  

Gimbi went into temporary hiding after reporting the incident to the police. Oliveira da Silva, director of the police's criminal investigations department said the journalist was not in danger, Voice of America reported. 

According to the Committee to Protect Journalists, the raid is part of a pattern of intimidating Gimbi for his critical reporting on the government. Africa Advocacy Coordinator Mohamed Keita said "We hold authorities in Cabinda responsible for Gimbi's safety and call on police to conduct an investigation into the incident."
Children’s rights group activities disrupted
Local authorities in Benguela, western Angola, have been accused of regularly disrupting the activities of  children’s rights group OMUNGA.

On 9 November, the day before the first International Urban Culture and Arts Gathering OKUPAPALA, organised by OMUNGA, the group was informed that local authorities had withdrawn their support for the event. OKUPAPALA is a social gathering, aimed at empowering vulnerable and marginalised communities and encouraging their participation in society. 

On 30 November police took steps to prevent a further OMUNGA organised event taking place as part of the OKUPAPALA festival. Despite the NGO writing to the local authorities informing them of the event police turned up, demanded official documentation and then turned off a generator to prevent the event from continuing.

The OKUPAPALA festival is not the first time local authorities have attempted to disrupt OMUNGA’s work. In 2010 a planned protest against housing demolitions and evictions was blocked and the NGO’s co-ordinator has faced threats and intimidation. 

Irish based human rights group Front Line said “The disruption of OMUNGA activities is directly related to the organisation's work in the defence of human rights.”



Heavy rains displace thousands

Heavy rains in north eastern Angola have resulted in major flooding, displacing tens of thousands of Angolans, many of whom are returnees from the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Antonio Maiandi, head of the Evangelical Reformed Church of Angola said “At least 50,000 people - 24,000 of them returnees - in 10 villages in Uige Province have been affected by the flooding, rains and hailstorms in the past four months.” 

At the beginning of January 1,142 homes in the area as well as crops had been destroyed. According to the government news agency 45 hectares of agricultural produce were destroyed in December. Maiandi added “The local population who are mostly farmers have been severely affected. Their cassava and groundnut crops have been destroyed, so there is not enough food to go round.” 


In southern Angola heavy rains in December displaced 4,000 families, according to the provincial government. Cuando Cubango Province governor Eusébio de Brito announced limited temporary measures to support those at risk on 12 December, including zinc sheeting, clothes and 20 tents. In Kuangar district rain destroyed 53 homes.
UN relaunches repatriation programme
The United Nations refugee agency UNHCR relaunched a repatriation programme at the beginning of November to return of 43,000 Angolan refugees to the country, after spending years in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

There are believed to be 80,000 Angolan refugees living in DRC, approximately 43,000 of whom want to return to Angola, according to a UNHCR survey taken in 2010. The programme follows an agreement on repatriation, signed in June 2011, between Angola, DRC and the UNHCR. Approximately 20,000 people initially requested assistance to return to Angola and two convoys were planned to take place each week. 

Speaking at the arrival of the first convoy in Luvo, the Angolan Minister for Assistance and Social Reintegration João Baptista Kussumua said "We are starting today the repatriation process which will result in the return of 43,000 refugees…we have a responsibility to the children who return today to make sure they will be able to study."

Although the Angolan government has committed to providing assistance to refugees with housing, micro credit and vocational training, some reports have said that adequate support has not been given. Recent heavy rains in north eastern Angola have placed additional pressure on resources. UNHCR temporarily stopped formal repatriation in December 2011 and were due to recommence the programme on 17 January 2012.
Cholera outbreak in Lucapa 
An outbreak of cholera in Luanda-Norte Province claimed over 50 lives in December. Over 100 cases were recorded during the first two weeks of December in the town of Lucapa, according to Luanda-Norte’s governor Ernesto Muangala. He said that measures had been taken to stop the spread of the disease and noted improvements in healthcare in the province in the last year. On 6 January home affairs deputy minister for civil protection Eugénio Laborinho said that no new cases had been reported in the last 48 hours.

The articles in the Angola Monitor do not necessarily represent any agreed position of ACTSA itself.
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